HAYDEN, CHERYL
This is a 66-year-old woman with history of chronic kidney disease stage IV severe, hypertension, gastroesophageal reflux, B12 deficiency, and diabetes.
The patient is in need of hemodialysis because of her end-stage renal failure, but has declined dialysis and would like to be kept comfortable at home till she passes.

The patient has increased BUN and creatinine, decreased weight and decreased appetite, has nausea and vomiting because of renal failure and itching. The patient has issues with anxiety, requires lorazepam on regular basis to control her anxiety as well as promethazine for nausea and vomiting. The patient and the family are aware that without hemodialysis the patient has very little time on this earth and they would like to keep the patient as comfortable as possible till that time comes. The patient also requires pain medication around the clock to keep her comfortable. In the past two to three months, the patient has lost 15 pounds. She is no longer able to take supplements where she was taking Ensure because of nausea related to her end-stage kidney disease. She also is having issues with volume overload and fluid retention. The increased BUN and creatinine have caused her to be confused and agitated at times. Hence, the reason for the benzodiazepines use at this time. The patient is expected to continue to retain fluid with increased potassium as well as increased potassium level. The increased potassium level and increased fluids related to her kidney failure will cause undue pressure on her heart and eventually stop her heart beat.

Family realizes that till that happens the patient may have more itching, nausea, vomiting, and other associated discomfort which need to be treated and hospice will be there to educate the family and to keep the patient as comfortable as possible during the last few days to weeks of her life. The patient is hospice appropriate given her end-stage kidney disease, protein-calorie malnutrition as well as muscle wasting related to her current condition.
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